Whirlygig (1D50.20)

Location: 16-7C

Concept/Purpose: Central Forces
Procedure/Explanation: A length of string with a large ball tied to one end and a small one tied to the other end is threaded through a small piece of aluminum pipe that acts as the handle. The pipe is held vertically with the small ball on top. The small ball is twirled in a horizontal circle creating a centripetal force that pulls up the big ball. The force that moves the large ball depends on the centripetal acceleration of the small ball.

