


  Bowling Ball Pendulum (1M40.10)

Location: 12-1L

Concept/Purpose: Conservation of Energy

Procedure/Explanation: A bowling ball is hung from the ceiling of the lecture hall. Grab the ball and stand up against the wall, pulling the ball right up to your chest. Let go of the ball and let it swing through one oscillation and return to its starting point. By conservation of energy the ball is guaranteed not to hit you as long as you do not give the ball any extra energy (i.e. giving it a push.)  Some professors prefer to do this demo by holding the ball up to their noses, but please be advised this is an inherently more dangerous way to present this demonstration. 

