Wimshurst Machine (5A50.10)

Location: 8-3R

Concept/Purpose: Static charge.
Procedure/Explanation: The wimshurst machine is a device that collects static charge and stores it in two simple metal plate capacitors. The charge is collected by wire brushes rubbing against metals strips on the surfaces of two rotating discs.The charge is stored until it reaches a high enough potential to “jump” from one metal sphere to another. A fluorescent light bulb can be connected across the device so that instead of the charge jumping through the air and making a blue spark, it discharges through the bulb, momentarily lighting it up.  

