Parallel Wires (5H40.10)

Location: 28-4C
Concept/Purpose: Force on Current Wires
Procedure/Explanation: Two thin strips of sheet metal and a large car battery are used to show the attraction and repulsion of two parallel current carrying wires. The entire apparatus is mounted to a board with a switch that allows you to send the current parallel or anti-parallel to show attraction and repulsion of the wires respectively. Since the car battery provides such a large current the device is operated by placing one lead on the battery then just quickly "tapping" the other lead to the opposite terminal for no more than a second or two to prevent any melting or burning of the wires.

