Flash Unit (5C10.30)

Location: Dick

Concept/Purpose: Energy Stored in a Capacitor
Procedure/Explanation: Here is your chance to flash the class. The flash unit is essentially an RC circuit with a xenon bulb in the circuit.  When the unit is turned on the capacitor (~400mf/400v) begins charging and after about 15-20 seconds a green light indicates it is fully charged and ready to discharge.  When the switch is tripped, the capacitor discharges through the xenon tube, producing a brilliant flash of light.  The circuit then starts over, charging up the capacitor again. For best effects turn off the room lights when presenting this demo and don’t forget to warn the class that you are about to flash them!

