Stress Plastic (6H35.50)

Location: 57-1C
Concept/Purpose: Birefringence

Procedure/Explanation: A piece of Lucite plastic is used to demonstrate how strain patterns can be observed using a piece of Polaroid film. A large piece of Polaroid film is placed on the overhead with the Lucite piece on top. When the Lucite is stressed by applying some force to it, strain patterns appear. You can repeat the demonstration without the Polaroid film to show that the patterns are not visible without the polarized light.

