



Rotational Inertia Track (1Q10.30)

Location: 18-1L
Concept/Purpose: Moment of Inertia
Procedure/Explanation: Two long (≈12 foot) aluminum tracks are set side by side with one end of them slightly elevated.  Three different objects are provided to roll down the ramps: a solid wooden disk, a steel ring, and a solid sphere.  Any two different objects can be rolled down the track at the same time to show that objects with different moments of inertia take different amounts of time to roll down the track. Try our variable moment of inertia disc as well.  A wooden disk with lead added to make it roll uphill can be provided as a trick.  

