



Double Bicycle Gyro (1Q50.25)

Location: Table 2
Concept/Purpose: Gyros
Procedure/Explanation: Two bicycle wheels, mounted on a common axis (rod) and free to rotate independently, hang from a horizontal support.  The lecturer holds one end of the rod, and sets the wheels spinning in the same direction.  When the lecturer lets go of the rod, the wheels do not drop as expected, but precess in a horizontal plane.  Next, the lecturer spins the wheels in opposite directions, and it is seen that precession does not occur this time because the angular momentum of one wheel cancels the other wheel out.

