RC Half-Life (5F30.12)

Location: 29-2C
Concept/Purpose: RC Circuits

Procedure/Explanation: A capacitor is charged to a known voltage and connected to a voltmeter. The time it takes for the capacitor to discharge to half the initial value is measured with a stopwatch. Keeping the watch going, note what it reads when the voltage drops in half again. This can be repeated three or four times. The students will then note that the difference between all the time intervals is equal (about 11 seconds). 

